Expanding the donor pool for liver transplantation.
Because of the growing shortage of donor organs, physicians and organ procurement agencies are expanding the donor pool through three mechanisms. The first mechanism is to increase the number of patients (and their families) who give consent for organ donation and thus extend the number of cadaveric livers. The second mechanism is that marginal livers, previously considered unacceptable for transplantation, are now being successfully transplanted. The third way to expand the donor pool is through advances in medical practice such as living-donor liver transplantation and split-liver transplantation.